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tolrsi-noviet boundary
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Lroblens Associsted with the Boundary
faere arz no disputes between Poland and the USSE cver the pPragent
allgament of their comwon boundaxy. %his boundery was eatablished in
arineipie of the ¥alte Conference in 1945 ané was confirmed by treaty
wetveen the twe ecountries in the seme vear. A slight elteratiop ia the
southern porticon of the boundary wes made by smutual sgresment in 1951. Ta
central and southern portions of the boundary are based »n the Curzon Tinz
in the Baltlic sres vheve the frontier runs through former Fast Prussis, t»
Soundary 15 e generally east-west line pasaing & few miles norih of Goldap
la the east and 3ramievo in the wert. Xa 1947-48, delimitetion nesotisti:
ook place snd sgreemert was reached on the FPoligh-Soviet poundsry except
in the Baltle aresm, fox which the Pinel agreement on demarcation was not
vzached watll Ferch 1955. Delimiteticn of territorial waters ip this ares
314 not take plece until 1958. Technically the West Geramsn Government eti
aaintaing Germsn claim to 211 cf Erst Prugaie since no ToRtWar sgraesent
sas bzen reached hetween a united Cerman government and the Soviet Union
on the subjees of permsnent bowndayies. Thaerefore the legel status of the
faltic sepment of the Polish-Soviet boundery is not comnpietely settled.

e 1951 edjustmert, aprarsntly nede from ecoromic wotives, involved
3 equai-ares eXckhange of territory along the southern vortion of the
boundmry that gave the Sovieth Uaion control of certein rail lines. aad in
veturn Poland received an areaz contairing oll and nebtural«gas regources.
It seems likely that minor slterstions of a similer neture may occur from
time 0 time. Rumors of such chenges have been numerous, the most recent
involving exchenge of the I'vov and Bilalystok aress. Some conflict hes
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oecurred vetween Poles and Soviets over havigation rights endPustes contrcl

in the Baltic srea, bub no boundary alteration has yat been projected in
this commection.

The presert atatus of the bourdary, however, should be viewed ageingt
2 backgyound of traditional instablility, waich has been illustrated DY
severul ghifts during the present eentury. AL the time the Polish stete
783 recreated after World War I. a line drawn by Lord Curzon, which
represented a élviding line between Polish and non-Polish ropulaticns, ver
proposed as the esstem boundsrv. Polish dissatisfaction with this ATTODL
220t and subsecuent invasions of the western Ukruine, hovever, resulted ir
the Treaties of Rige 1n 51920 end 1921, whish fixed the borndary farther
288% than the Curzon iine, thersby incorporeting within Poland aress of
Waite Russian end Rubheniar vopieation. The division of Poland between
Jermany end Ruesis in 1939 and the military oceupation of the eastern
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regions of Polerd by Soviet forces during World War II reestablished@ Soviet
if:omtr;:»l of these areas. therehy enforeing mcceptance of the old Cwrzon

iine 28 the basls for agreement after the war. Actumlly, the prescni boundery
iuns severml milea to the east of the Curzon Line. Removel of Polish peoples
from foymer Polish territory now within the Soviet Union hes besn effected,
thus vemoving one possible source of conflict over the boundary.
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